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With respect to autoantibody standardization several initiatives have already been undertaken in the past independent from the European Autoantibody Standardization Initiative (EASI). Therefore, the Dutch EASI-team has first made an inventory on what is already available and what are the plans of other organisations, in order to define what may be attacked by the Dutch EASI-team.

First, there is a diagnostic compass describing methods and relevance of laboratory tests, including most autoantibody tests. This was originally initiated by the health insurance association, but recently this initiative has been taken over by an independent publisher. In addition, there is an organisation (CBO) involved in developing guidelines in medicine. This is a multi-disciplinary approach dealing with defined diseases, like celiac disease or vasculitis.

Second, there is a national foundation for quality assessment in clinical laboratories (SKML). The quality assessment includes a wide array of autoantibodies. The samples are collected and thoroughly investigated by “reference laboratories” with expertise of the field. Interpretation of the results and advises to the clinicians are part of the program. Feedback on the results is given in the reports as well as in regular meetings that discuss trends, technical issues and new developments.

Third, the foundation “Referentie Laboratorium Reuma Serologie”(RELARES) was founded to standardize serology in rheumatologic diseases by preparing standard sera for rheumatoid factor, anti-nuclear antibodies and anti-dsDNA antibodies. More recently RELARES has fused with the above mentioned SKML. To further continue the work of RELARES, a new SKML working group “standardization autoimmune serology” has recently been initiated. This team will further explore which autoantibody standards are available and for which autoantibody standardization is most wanted and feasible. Obviously, the goals of this team have considerable overlap with the goals of EASI and therefore the need for close collaboration and/or integration is evident.

